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Abstract

The objectives of this studied were 1) to study about social, economic, and sugarcane production
conditions of sugarcane farmers 2) to assess the knowledge in sugarcane production management 3) to leamn
the practices in sugarcane production management of farmers and 4) to study about problems and needs of
farmers in managing sugarcane production in Nongbo Sub-District, Songphinong District, Suphanburi Province.
This research was a survey research. The population was the 279 sugarcane farmers in Nongbo Sub-district
with the farmland area in Nongbo Sub-District, Songphinong District, Suphanburi Province who had been
surveyed in the 2015 local maintenance tax database. The sample group was determined by using Taro
Yamane’s formula at an acceptable tolerance of 0.05. The sampling group consisted of 165 informants
acquired by cluster sampling method. Data was collected by survey and was analyzed by using frequency
distribution, percentage, average, minimum value, and maximum value. The results showed that 1) the average
age of farmers was 52.01 years old. Most of them educated at primary school the farmers had experience
of sugarcane growing of 23.55 years. They never attended any training 83.0%. The area was upper land.
Most of them planted Khon Kaen3 variety in February-March. 2) The majority of farmers possessed a high
level of knowledge in sugarcane production management. The most accurately answered question was
the unburned of sugarcane leaves prior to harvest. For the least accurately answered question was the
white leaf disease and the disease vector which a brown plant hopper. 3) The farmers prepared the soil
by using the plowing at 50-75 centimeters in depth, kept the ratoon cane not less than 2 times, used
some water applied by follow system, chemicals to protect the plant from agricultural pests in a low
level, and harvested at 10-14 months. However, the farmers had analyzed the soil fertility, had recorded
data about planting and did not perform crop rotation. Furthermore, farmers burnt the sugarcane prior to the
harvest. 4) Problems in sugarcane production management were a shortage and a high wage of labors.
Farmers had to burn down the sugarcane because the workers did not cut the fresh sugarcane. The needs
of the farmers in managing sugarcane production were to get a support from government agencies to
provide good and quality sugarcane for the farmers, and to extend their knowledge in using the
insecticide especially for nut grass, and would like the government sector to provide the knowledge

about soil fertility analysis and suitable chemical fertilizer in the plants.

Keywords: Sugarcane production management, Songphinong District, Suphanburi Province
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